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20 June 2007 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

The Shelford Year 10 Centre of Excellence 
 
It is with excitement and confidence that I share with you information about a unique curriculum initiative, 
The Shelford Year 10 Centre of Excellence. 
 
The Year 10 Centre of Excellence will commence operations in 2008 – Shelford’s 110th year. 
 
The Year 10 Centre of Excellence is a unique concept which meets the Vision, Mission and Values of 
Shelford, and the emerging social, emotional and developmental stages of emerging adults. It will enrich and 
extend the opportunities to achieve Shelford’s key educational goals: a differentiated curriculum;  more 
specifically, and in greater depth, provide opportunities to meet individual needs;  encourage students to 
become independent learners and assist students as a result of a more hands-on approach to develop a global 
perspective. 
 
The Year 10 Centre of Excellence will be located in St Kilda Road, the preferred site for cost, safety, easy 
access to CBD. Partnerships with other educational and business organizations will be developed. The Year 
10 Centre of Excellence site will be distinctive in its character and link easily with cultural centres such as 
galleries and theatres, libraries, the Law Courts and seats of government.  It will provide easy access to St 
Paul’s Cathedral and places of worship for other faiths; business, finance, and other educational institutions 
such as the VCA and campuses of universities eg: Melbourne, Monash, Deakin, LaTrobe and VUT as well as 
studying the city itself, the development, planning, demography and architecture. 
 
The Year 10 Centre of Excellence will enhance and extend our present goal of being the top girls’ 
independent school in Victoria by strengthening a commitment towards academic excellence and a global 
perspective. It will build upon and extend the aims and objectives of the existing Year 9 Challenge Program, 
and support the students’ transition to becoming more independent and mature learners especially because 
Year 10 is the first year of Senior College.  It will strengthen the ‘modelling’ of Year 11 students’ behaviour 
and underpin and enhance the predictable process of cognitive specialization.  It acknowledges, encourages 
and enhances students’ desire for a less structured routine, more ‘freedom’ and greater responsibility. 
 
Shelford students excel at everything they undertake because of the attitudes they develop.  A culture of 
aspiring to excellence has been developed throughout the school over a period of years.  In relation to their 
academic aspirations, and their view of themselves as life-long learners the ‘telling time’ at present tends to be 
– for most students - midway through Year 11. 
 
The Curriculum of the Year 10 Centre of Excellence will support the existing upward coupling and seamless 
curriculum of Shelford.  It will enrich existing curriculum, extend and enhance it, without undermining or 
weakening existing programs.  The Year 10 Centre of Excellence meets the requirements of VELS, VCE, and 
VET and at the same time it will provide rich and exciting flexibility. VCE performance would be enhanced 
as a result of the experience of The Year 10 Centre of Excellence. 
 
Year 10 students will continue to be part of the ‘corporate whole’: they will continue to participate in 
Assemblies, Chapel, GSV and the full Performing Arts program.  Shelford will continue to be a small 
innovative and dynamic girls’ school committed to providing the best education for girls.  Opportunities for 
students to be involved in Community Service programs at an international, national, state and local level will 
be increased.  
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The Year 10 Centre of Excellence will have an over-arching curriculum theme: Causes of Conflict and 
Roads to Resolution or Peace Education.  Through Units of Study students will be required to consider 
some of the following: 
 

Global and Human Security 
Ecology and the Environment 
Gender 
Human Rights 
Global Ethics 
Violence (direct and structural) 

Militarization 
The Role of Civil Society 
The United Nations 
Social Justice 
Conflict Resolution  
Reconciliation 

 
The new structure would provide more flexibility so that various Units of Study (topics or subjects to use the 
old jargon) could be completed.  For example, we would suggest that all students should be exposed to 
studies related to environmental sustainability; influence of the media in dictating opinion and values; how we 
are governed and citizens’ responsibilities; the justice system; community services organizations; the just 
society; women’s health.  All students at this level would benefit from the study of all these Units of Study.   
 
Year 10 Centre of Excellence students will continue to be able to undertake VCE subjects in Year 10. The 
nature of the educational programs associated with the VCE is such that students are expected to use 
resources both inside and outside the school to a greater extent than previously. Activities include staff-
supervised research within resources centres, small-group discussion, independent research and 
experimentation, information retrieval and data collection and learning how to locate and process information 
with increased confidence.  There is more emphasis on the use of primary data rather than secondary data. 
 
Central to the Year 10 Centre of Excellence Curriculum, and the deliberate intention to blur the notion of 
core and electives, is the determination to provide more opportunities for students to make choices 
according to their individual interests. 
 
All students will continue to study English, Maths, Science, Humanities, RE and PE.  Most, but not all of the 
Maths and Science lessons would occur at the Shelford campus.  French and Japanese will continue to be 
presented in the traditional manner, and students will continue to be able to study both languages, if they 
choose.  All present Certificate Courses will be undertaken by all students, at the Centre of Excellence.  
Occasionally VCE students may join in components of these courses: e.g. visits to law courts if undertaking 
Legal Studies, visits to laboratories if undertaking Chemistry.  (Over a period of three years, the amount of 
time given to VCE excursions would be eliminated or reduced). Units of Study will be developed which 
incorporate related areas of learning: e.g. history, art, music, literature, religion and architecture.  These Units 
of Study will allow for new interests – e.g. architecture, town planning, retail, industrial design, traffic 
management, etc. These Units of Study will provide for rigorous opportunities to follow specialist interests: 
e.g. drama, history, geography, art, and opportunities to break out of the routine of existing timetable 
operations, and break down the existing attitude of subjects as discrete areas of learning. Students will be 
encouraged to see the inter-relatedness of knowledge, process, planning and implementation.  
 
All assessment and reporting will meet Shelford’s requirements, and those of VELS. 
 
In recognizing the more sophisticated world within which our students now operate, by acknowledging their 
developmental needs and by better balancing the ‘real’ with the ‘virtual’, Shelford’s present culture of 
excellence would become entrenched at an earlier level.  The transition process would be more attuned to 
students’ physical, emotional, social and cognitive development. This program supports what we know about 
students living and learning in the third millennium.   
 
Later in the year a General meeting for all parents will be held where further details of the curriculum and the 
site will be shared. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
PAM CHESSELL 
Principal 

 


